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It is only as we near the end of the year that we appreciate what an eventful twelve months we have experienced since
our last newsletter. It has been something of a rollercoaster of emotions – we have lost three good friends in the deaths
of John Marshall, Margaret Kelso and Tom Hannah, have seen the unveiling of a new Memorial to the Men of the
Regiment and have made contact with new friends.
Lost Friends
In December, John Marshall passed away peacefully at the age of 93 years. He had never got
over the death of his beloved wife Anne and his passing did not come as a shock. John was a
quiet and undemonstrative gentleman who in the past six years had been a generous and good
friend to our group. He will be much missed.
His obituary which was carried in the Herald Scotland and local media is attached.
John Marshall

Just a month or so later, yet another special person passed on when Margaret Kelso, the widow
of Frank Kelso from Wishaw, died in Wishaw General Hospital following a short illness. We
had only got to know Margaret in recent years after she and her daughters had attended a
Yeomanry event held at Newmains. She was a gem and her enthusiasm and energy, despite
being almost blind was inspirational. We were privileged to have known her.
Margaret Kelso

In May we suffered another shock with the death of Tom Hannah at the age of 94 years. Coincidentally, Tom had shared the same birth date as John. Like John he had been a special
friend to us and was very much the source behind our story of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry in
the Far East. It was also he who had, unwittingly, suggested the title of our book when, on
describing conditions on the Death Railway to a young reporter, he had used the expression,
‘death was our bedmate’.
His death was also reported in the Herald Scotland and local media and is included with this
newsletter.

Tom Hannah

Memorial in Wishaw
In June 2013, when we had the pleasure and
satisfaction of unveiling a Memorial to the Men of
the Lanarkshire Yeomanry in the Market Place in
Carluke, we had not anticipated that just a year
later, yet another memorial to those special men
would be unveiled in Lanarkshire. Our old friend
Tom Hannah had always insisted that there should
be a Memorial in Wishaw as many of the men,
like Frank Kelso, had hailed from that area. This
despite the fact that Tom had no connection with
the town.
With the help of the dynamic Margaret Kelso, the
irrepressible Andy Coogan and other generous
supporters, the necessary funding was found.

Andy Coogan chats after the Memorial unveiling with
the great granddaughter and great niece of Thomas
Caldwell of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry who was
awarded the Victoria Cross in WW1.

On Friday 15th August -VJ Day- the unveiling of a Memorial
to the Lanarkshire Yeomanry was the centrepiece to the
opening of an Armed Forces Garden in Belhaven Park,
Wishaw.
Present at the service were veterans Andy Coogan and
Derrick Mant, civic leaders including the Depute Lord
Lieutenant of Lanarkshire, Colonel David Cranstoun, and the
Provosts of both North and South Lanarkshire Councils.
Joining them at the service were many family members and
friends of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry as well as members of
the public. A reception was later held at Wishaw Old Parish
Church with an opportunity for old friends and acquaintances
to meet again. Not surprisingly, Andy Coogan and Derrick
Mant held centre stage!
Those watching the opening ceremony of the Commonwealth
Games held at Glasgow in July might also have recognised
Andy as the man who handed over the Torch to Sir Chris Hoy
just before Sir Chris had run up the stairs to hand it to HM the
Queen to open the Games.
Derrick Mant at the Memorial with Provosts
James Robertson and Eileen Logan.

New Friends
It is always a delight and pleasure to make contact with the families of former members of the Regiment. During the
past year we have been in touch with several.
Gill Friel has been of great support with information about her late father, William ‘Red’ Burns who was with the
155th in the Far East and who slaved on the Death Railway as a POW. Gill and her husband John have already made
plans to visit Thailand in February and with the help of Rod Beattie and the staff at TBRC, will travel the line taken by
her father in that terrible place.
To arrange a trip to follow in the footsteps of a POW on the Death Railway, contact admin@tbrconline.com where
general manager Terry Manttan will tailor your visit to your needs.
In February of this year, Kathleen Kane whose late father, John ‘Dempsey’ Kane was held as a POW at Kinkaseki and
Kukutsu on Taiwan made the long trip to the island to visit the location of the camps where her father was held.
Sally Dorrian, a stalwart of our Group made another visit to Taiwan for the Remembrance Service in November.
Sally's grandfather, Sgt. William G. Anderson died at Kinkaseki in January 1945. With Sally was Eileen Bacon who,
for several years has organised the Taiwan POWs Reunion at South Shields. Also visiting Taiwan for the
Remembrance Service were Lin Mount, daughter of L/Sgt. John Farmer with partner Tom and her mother. Lin and
Tom have often travelled up from England to attend gatherings and Services which we have held.
To organise a trip to the Taiwan camps, contact Michael Hurst www.powtaiwan.org who will advise on your visit.
Tony Park from East Kilbride, whose late grandfather, Thomas Donnelly, was
another of the Kinkaseki POWs was also in touch and later had the delight of
visiting the indomitable Andy Coogan in his home at Carnoustie. Andy had
been along with Tommy Donnelly in the camps and was able to provide Tony
with first-hand accounts of his grandfather who, sadly, died after being
transported from Taiwan to Japan to labour in the coal mine Sendryu.
Tommy Donnelly's gravemarker in Yokohama War Cemetery, Japan

We have also linked with the Java Club which is one of the last remaining FEPOW groups in the UK and are very
impressed with the commitment and work that they are doing in respect of the surviving FEPOWs and the families.
We would recommend them to any family with a FEPOW connection and you can see their web page on the internet
and contact them at enquiries at the javafepowclub42.org
A little detective work also allowed us to make contact with Brenda Barks, the author of 'Yasumi: The Rising Sun has
Set'. The book is based on the diaries of Brenda’s father, William Holt, who served with the 155th and was later held
as a POW on Taiwan – at Kinkaseki and Kukutsu. The diaries are particularly detailed in respect of the 155th in action
in Malaya and Singapore. 'Yasumi' is available to buy on Amazon.
And it isn’t only relatives of men of the 155th that have been in touch. Helen Masey, whose late father, James
Lightfoot, was with the 156th, is compiling a record of material kept by him of his time with the Regiment and has
kindly shared it with us.

A link to the other side of the world came when Diane and Alan Chalmers from Australia made contact about a
grandfather, Samuel Chalmers, who had served with the Lanarkshire Yeomanry in WW1. Their help and kindness in
providing photographs was very useful to us in our production of the story of the Regiment in WW1.

Dust, Sand and Mud-the Lanarkshire Yeomanry in WW1
With the help of a number of families, and access to private letters, diaries and the War Diaries of the Regiment, we
have compiled a 138 page record of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry in WW1. If you are interested in obtaining a copy, do
let us know.

Events
The story of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry has been on display at a number of events during the year including the very
well attended Family History Exhibition at Motherwell in August and another display at Summerlee Museum in
Coatbridge. We were privileged to attend various commemorations of the start of WW1 and a special evening was the
Festival of Remembrance held at Hamilton Town hall and organised by our old friend, Ian Forsyth of the British
Legion. This event has been running for many years and is one which should not be missed.
V.J. Day 2015
Next year - Sunday 16 August 2015 - we are holding a special event at Newmains to mark the 70th Anniversary of VJ
Day and the end of WW2. In the coming months, we will provide further information but we would ask that you note
the date in next year’s calendar.
And finally
We would like to record our thanks to Anne Carnochan, Marion Anderson and Audrey Douglas for recent kind
donations. With the completion of the second Memorial at Belhaven Park, the need for major fundraising is no longer
an issue and we would intend to use the donations to fund the various wreaths and tributes.
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