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Remembrance 2016
This year the men of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry were remembered at a number of events held throughout
Lanarkshire to mark Remembrance Day and Remembrance Sunday.
The first of the events was on Friday 11th
November at Belhaven Park, Wishaw, where
family and friends of former members of the
regiment gathered at the Lanarkshire Yeomanry
Memorial.
Following a meaningful and poignant service
during which poems and extracts from Lt John
Durnford’s book, Branch Line to Burma and John
McEwan’s Out of the Depths of Hell were read,
Kate Davies read the words from Binyon's poem
'For the Fallen'. After the minute's silence, the
service was closed by Gill Friel, who read
'Epitaph' by George E. Cocker.
Gill's father, William Burns, slaved in Thailand
before being moved to Japan in June 1944.

Some of those present at the Service on November 11th.

Wreaths and tributes were then laid including a wreath on behalf of Derek Coleman in memory of his late
father, Harold Coleman who served with the 156th (Lanarkshire Yeomanry) Field Regiment RA during
WW2. The wording on the card said, “In memory of the Men of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry, Warriors for the
working day. They knew that freedom is never free, and gave their youth for our tomorrows.”
Epitaph
Remember us not by a day
Extolling war's horror and blight.
No anthems will restore us from clay,
No anthems will shorten death's night.
In dust we are brothers in dust.
Death treats us the same, friend and
foe.
Our weapons are soon turned to rust.
On our graves the same grasses grow.
Remember our youth at the dawn.
At twilight remember our pain.
Plead not that we fought the good
fight,
For we are all brothers of Cain.

Some of the tributes
placed at the
L.Y. Memorial
in Belhaven Park.

Let the word prevail o'er the sword,
And the lowly and meek have their
say.
The future is yours … we are dead.
Remember us not by a day.
George E. Cocker

Linda Hamilton (L) with Jean Corrigan

A wreath was laid in memory of
those who served in the Far East by
Linda Hamilton whose late father,
Frank Kelso, had served with the
Lanarkshire Yeomanry and had
been held as a POW on Taiwan.

Memorial crosses in memory of Harold Coleman, Tom Tadman and William Barrie were laid on behalf of
their families.

Among those present at the Service were Staff and Residents
from Beechwood Care Home. They also laid crosses at the
Memorial.
On Remembrance Sunday following the main service held at 11am at the War Memorial in the Market
Place in Carluke, friends and relatives gathered at the Lanarkshire Yeomanry Memorial where once again
the very appropriate 'Epitaph' by George E. Cocker was read.
The Provost of South Lanarkshire,
Councillor Eileen Logan, and the
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of
Lanarkshire laid a wreath.
This was followed by wreaths by
Agnes Dougan on behalf of the
Lanarkshire Yeomanry Group and
a personal wreath by Bethany
Black from Law.
To commemorate the Men of the
Lanarkshire Yeomanry, the Boys of
4th Carluke Boys’ Brigade provided
a Guard of Honour.
The reading of 'Epitaph' at Carluke.

The tributes laid at the Carluke Memorial

After the wreaths and Remembrance Crosses had been placed at the Memorial, the Service was concluded
with a rousing rendition of the Regimental song, 'We're No' Awa' Tae Bide Awa''.

At 1pm the annual community service was held at the War Memorial in
Wishaw during which a Lanarkshire Yeomanry wreath was laid by
Campbell Thomson. Memorial crosses were also laid by Patricia
McKibbon and Agnes Dougan in memory of their respective fathers,
Frank Kelso and John McEwan.
Later in the afternoon at Services held by South Lanarkshire Council in
Hamilton and by North Lanarkshire Council in Motherwell, Lanarkshire
Yeomanry Wreaths were laid respectively by Tom Gordon and John
McCready.

John's father, Gnr. Pat McCready laboured
on the Death Railway in Thailand and then,
in February 1945, was shipped to Saigon in
French Indo China from where he was
released at the end of the war.
Campbell Thomson at Wishaw.
Gnr. Pat McCready

Gnr. Tom Gordon was one of more than 200 men from the Lanarkshire
Yeomanry transported to Taiwan in October 1942. Together with the 80th Anti
Tank Regiment, they were the first occupants of Kinkaseki.
On 20th August 1943, Tom was moved to Taihoku 6 as he was no longer fit to
work in the mine. Then, in June 1945, he was moved to Oka, a new camp, high
in the hills above Taihoku. Oka was to be an extermination camp when The
Final Disposition (the murder of the POWs) was put into operation. The
Japanese surrender on 15th August 1945 saved the lives of many POWs but,
sadly, for Tom it came too late. His health was so damaged that he could not
recover and he died on 20th August – five days after the end of the war.
Gnr. Tom Gordon

Following in her father’s footsteps.
On Thursday 10th November, at the invitation of the
Lanarkshire Family History Society, Agnes Dougan gave
a talk on a recent visit that she and her sister had made to
the Far East to follow the POW journey of their late
father, John McEwan. The event held in the Glo Centre,
Motherwell, was very well attended and included a
number of family members of men of the Lanarkshire
Yeomanry who had come along especially to hear her
story.
During her presentation, augmented by photographs taken
during her trip, Agnes told of journeying to Singapore,
Taiwan and Hong Kong.
On Singapore Agnes visited the beach at Changi where
men from the 155th, including her father, had been forced to
bury the bodies of Chinese civilians who had been
murdered by the Japanese following the fall of Singapore.

An information board on Changi Beach
telling of the Sook Ching massacres

Drawing on conversations which, over the years she has had with former POWs of
Kinkaseki and Kukutsu and using photographs taken during her trip, Agnes told the
story of the horror of these camps.
At a Taiwan POWs Reunion at South Shields, Denis Ratcliffe had told her,
“You couldn't find the words to tell people how bad Kinkaseki was – and even if you
could find the words, no-one would believe you.”
Denis Ratcliffe, 2009

During a visit to his home, Les Puckering confided,
“The guards had a sick man parade one day to pick who was going to be moved
away from Kinkaseki. I knew that if I didn't get away I was going to die.
The guards passed me by without picking me and I was so desperate that I
slipped along to the end of the line and stood there – and this time they picked
me out. I believe that my life was saved that day.”
Les Puckering, circa 1940

Of Kukutsu, her late father had spoken of the deteriorating condition of the POWs
saying, “We were so thin that you could have hung your jacket on our hip bones. ...
We knew that we couldn't survive much longer and that by Christmas we would all be
dead.”
They did not know at that time that, but for the Japanese surrender, they would all
have been dead long before Christmas – victims of 'The Final Disposition of the
Prisoners'.
John McEwan, 1940

In concluding the Taiwan part of her talk, Agnes said, “My lingering memory of Kinkaseki is how small and
confined the camp area was. It wasn't just the thought of the fortifications that surrounded the camp when
the men were there - the wall – or the electrified fence – or the inner bamboo fence. It was the mountains all
around! It must have been almost suffocating for the men held there.”
Before returning home, Agnes and her sister visited Sai Wan Military Cemetery on Hong Kong where those
POWs who died on Taiwan are now interred. While there Agnes laid cards on the graves of all of the men of
the 155th giving details of where the man came from, the camp where he died and the cause of his death.
Among those attending the talk were two new friends to us. We were recently contacted by Phyllis Quinn
whose great uncle, Frank Collins, had died as a POW at Heito in 1943. Only weeks before, he had been
transferred from the notorious Kinkaseki camp but irreparable physical damage had been done in that terrible
place and he had succumbed to beri beri and malaria. His nephew, James Quinn together with James'
daughter, Hazel, were in the audience where they sadly learned of the terrible ordeal of Frank and his mates
in the Lanarkshire Yeomanry, many of whom did not return. We would like to thank the Quinn family for
information on Frank Collins and for copies of photographs and documents relating to his life and death.

75th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore
On 12th February 2017 we will hold a Service in the St. Brigid's Centre, Newmains to commemorate those
who suffered, and died, as prisoners of the Japanese. The Service will begin at 2pm after which Campbell
Thomson will tell something of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry in the Malayan Campaign, the fall of Singapore
and the aftermath. This will be followed by a light buffet and a chance to chat.
An invitation is extended to all.
Thank You.
We would like to record our thanks and appreciation to Douglas Smith, James Quinn, Len Tadman and
Marion Anderson for their generous donations which are put to the purchase of memorial wreaths.
Thank you also to Frank Morrison for providing photographs of all of this year's Remembrance Services.
Contact us agnes.dougan@live.com
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