Lanarkshire Yeomanry Group Newsletter
VJ Day Service, Lanarkshire, 15th August 2016
On Monday 15th August 2016, a large gathering assembled at the Memorial outside the Civic Centre in Motherwell for
a Service to commemorate those who served in the Far East during WW2, including the many Prisoners of War who
suffered unspeakable cruelty at the hands of the Japanese in hell camps far away from home. The Service, held
annually on 15th August is organised by North Lanarkshire Council and the Lanarkshire Yeomanry Memorial Group.
Hundreds of local men, many serving with the Lanarkshire Yeomanry in Malaya, were taken prisoner after the Fall of
Singapore and suffered and died in slave camps in Singapore, Thailand, Taiwan, Japan and Borneo.

Dignitaries including members of the Clergy, representatives of the
Scottish Government, Lord Lieutenant, Armed Services, Police and
Fire Service as well as Local Government Officials

The Service was opened with a welcome from
Councillor Jean Jones, Depute Provost of
North Lanarkshire and followed by an
introduction by Campbell Thomson of the
Lanarkshire Yeomanry Group. He told of the
dreadful experience of the POWs in the Far
East and paid tribute to the bravery of all the
men and women who were later to see active
service in Burma as part of what has become
known as the ‘Forgotten Army’.
Included among them were men of the 1st
Battalion Cameronians, the famed Lanarkshire
regiment, who were in action against the
fearsome Japanese Imperial Army in the
humid and energy sapping jungles of Burma.
As part of the legendary Chindits, the
Cameronians gained a reputation for bravery,
tenacity and determination.

A reading was given by Msgr. Thomas Millar, Our Lady of Good Aid Cathedral, Motherwell, followed by an address
by the Revd F. Derek Dunn, the Moderator of Hamilton Presbytery. During his address, the Revd. Dunn told the story
of his late father in law who, as a member of the RAF in the Far East during WW2, had the responsibility of flying
home the unfortunate servicemen who had endured over three years of brutal treatment in the hell camps. His father in
law had often spoken with sadness about the dreadful state those returning POWs were in.
The Kohima Epitaph was recited by Ian Forsyth MBE of the Royal British Legion Scotland. The poignant words,
‘When you go home tell them of us and say, for your tomorrow we gave our today’, never fails to bring a lump to the
throat.
Robert Cunningham,
grandson of Sgt. Roy Russell
of the 155th (Lanarkshire
Yeomanry) Field Regiment
R.A. read the poem
“V.J. Day Kanchanaburi”
which was written by 2/Lt.
John Durnford while in
Kanchanaburi POW camp,
Thailand on 16th August
1945 on hearing of the end of
the war.
John, a young officer in the
155th was sent to work on the
Death Railway in October
1942. Robert’s grandfather
was among the thousands of
others who also slaved on the
Railway.
Sgt. Roy Russell

Robert Cunningham reads John Durnford's Poem

V.J. Day Kanchanaburi
“Gentlemen”, he said in tears,
“The war is over.”
Looking towards a yellow hurricane light,
held up by someone in the struggling crowd.
I glimpsed your face, its usual smile
checked in bewilderment at so much joy.
Silent, the men sat on in darkness,
bowed and still
as though at prayers, or sleeping after death.
Then slowly, one by one, as a great crowd
of ransomed spirits might attend their Lord,
began impulsive movements towards the
door.

Stars filled the jagged hills, the village slept.
The shuffling feet paused. Then someone sang,
Timid at first, their voices gathered in strength,
Sounding a great hymn from the ragged lines,
While all night long, drums beat in the darkened
shrines.
Lt. John Durnford,
155th (Lanarkshire Yeomanry) 16th August 1945.

John Durnford, India 1941

Similar scenes took place in POW camps throughout the Japanese empire as the survivors of years of cruelty and
starvation heard of the end of the war. And, many miles away, families waited for their men to come home. Many of
them waited in vain, never having been told that their family member had not survived.
One of these was the mother of Gnr Jim Cowan of the 155 th. Jim died at Kinkaseki in 1943, but his mother had not
been told of his death. When she heard that some of the Formosa men were due home on a Saturday morning she sat
waiting for Jim, her youngest son – only to hear of his death from one of his mates. In the years that followed she
spoke often about waving Jim off at the bus stop in Eastriggs as he set out on his great adventure. She never got over
his death.
After the Service, wreaths were laid at the
Far East Memorial by Depute Provost Jones
on behalf of North Lanarkshire Council and
by Provost Eileen Logan of South
Lanarkshire Council.
Others were laid by representatives of the
Lord Lieutenant of Lanarkshire, Police
Scotland, the Scottish Fire and Rescue
Service, the Cameronian Regimental
Association and 498 (Wishaw) Squadron,
Air Training Corps.

Many personal wreaths
were placed by family
members and others who
had travelled from all
parts of Scotland to
attend the service.

Gnr. Frank Kelso

L-R Robert Cunningham, Jim & Anne Carnochan, Linda
Hamilton, Patricia & Billy McKibbon, Marion Hamilton

A wreath in memory of the Men of the of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry was laid by sisters Patricia McKibbon and Linda
Hamilton from Wishaw whose late father, Gunner Frank Kelso, was held as a FEPOW in the notorious Kinkasaki
POW Camp on Taiwan, now recognised as being one of the worst in the Far East.
Kinkaseki damaged Frank's health so badly that, in 1943, he was moved on a 'thin man party' to Taihoku 6 where he
remained until the end of the war.

A tribute on behalf of Len Tadman in memory of his brother, L/Bdr. Tom Tadman of the
155th (Lanarkshire Yeomanry) was placed by Agnes Dougan of the Lanarkshire
Yeomanry Group.
Tom Tadman was one of a group of six men from the 155 th who were sent to Borneo –
none of whom survived. Tom died at Brunei on 3rd April 1945.
After the war, Australian liberation troops found Tom's pay book there. Unfortunately,
the book was burned in case it was carrying infection of any kind. A much sought after
memento of Tom was lost to his family forever.
Tom Tadman, India 1941

Sally Dorrian, whose grandfather, Sgt.
William G. Anderson died at Kinkaseki,
placed a Memorial cross as a tribute to his
memory.
Sgt. Anderson had battled ill health for
months before he was eventually admitted
to the camp hospital hut in November
1944. Sadly, the camp doctors had no
medicines with which to treat William's
various illnesses and he died on 13th
January 1945 from acute enteritis.
Sgt. Anderson's headstone,
Sai Wan War Cemetery
Sally with her husband Gerry

Gnr. Andy Carmichael

Other family members of the 155th
present on the day and who placed
pe r s ona l t r i but e s w e r e A nn e
Carnochan, Anne Humphries, Anne
Gilmour, Marion Anderson,
Rosemary McEwan and Blyth
Mitchell.
Anne Carnochan’s uncle, Gnr. Andy
Carmichael, and Anne Humphries
father, L/Bdr Andrew McKay, were
among the thousands who, like Sgt
Roy Russell, were forced to slave on
the infamous Death Railway driven
through the jungles of Thailand and
Burma.
L-R Marion Anderson, Jim & Anne Carnochan,
Blyth Mitchell
The father of Anne Gilmour, Gnr. William Barrie,
was another of the unfortunates held at Kinkaseki
on Taiwan.
While working in the mine one day, William
received an injury to his leg and, with only the most
basic of equipment, the camp doctors were unable
to ensure that the leg healed properly.
William was moved from Kinkaseki to Japan in
February 1945. When he came home, he continued
to be troubled by the injury which he had received
at Kinkaseki and, eventually, his leg had to be
amputated.

Gnr. William Barrie

L/Bdr. Andrew McKay

Gnr. Bill Shields, the father of Marion
Anderson slaved at Kinkaseki until
February 1945, when he was moved to
the Omine mine in Japan. When he
heard that the war was over he began to
keep a diary. The entry for 28th August
1945 relates,
“Woke at 5 am, had a nice apple for
breakfast.”
L-R Anne Gilmour, Joe O'Raw MBE,
Anne Humphries
Gnr. Bill Shields

Blyth Mitchell's father, Bdr. Hodge Mitchell
also slaved at Kinkaseki.
His health was seriously damaged by
working in the mine and he was moved to
Shirakawa in August 1943. Hodge's health
never recovered and he died in 1956.
Gnr. John McEwan, father of Rosemary
and Agnes McEwan slaved at Kinkaseki
until the mine closed in March 1945. In
May of that year he was moved to the
extermination camp, Kukutsu.
Bdr. Hodge Mitchell

Gnr. John McEwan

The daughters of two of men of the Royal
Corps of Signals, Carol Thompson
representing Sgmn.William Thompson and
Avril Anderson representing Sgmn
William Moffat, were also present at the
service and laid personal tributes. Carol's
father was among the thousands sent up
country to Thailand to build the Death
Railway while Avril’s father was held at
Changi and then Blakang Mati.
Carol Thompson kindly provided us with
this photograph of her father's Unit.
William Thompson is 3rd R in the back
row. The photograph was taken in
Glasgow.
The VJ Day service was closed with a vote of thanks by Provost Eileen Logan, followed by a Blessing by Msgr Millar
and the National Anthem.
A reception was then hosted in the Civic Centre by North Lanarkshire Council.

Remembrance Services
On 11th November, at 10.50 am, the Lanarkshire Yeomanry Group will hold a Service at the Armed Services
Memorial Garden in Belhaven Park, Wishaw.
On Remembrance Sunday, a Memorial Service will take place at the Cenotaph in the public park, Bothwell Road
Hamilton.
In Motherwell the Service will take place at the Cenotaph in the Duchess Park.
Contact us agnes.dougan@live.com
campbell.thomson@live.co.uk
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