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VJ Day 2016
This year the commemoration of VJ Day in Lanarkshire will be held on Monday 15 th August at the Far East Memorial
situated outside North Lanarkshire Council Headquarters in Windmillhill Street, Motherwell. The service will involve
the participation of clergy, The Royal British Legion Scotland, the Provosts of North and South Lanarkshire, the
Cameronians' Association, Veterans Groups and members of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry Group.
The service will begin at 10.30 am and will be followed by hospitality in the Council Chambers.
A warm invitation is given to all who would like to attend.

75th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore
The 15th February 2017 will mark the 75th Anniversary of that fateful day when the men of the 155th, along with tens of
thousands of other allied troops, fell into the hands of the Japanese after the surrender of Singapore.
We intend to mark and remember the occasion with an event at the St Brigid’s Centre, Newmains, on Sunday 12 th
February 2017 and will provide more information nearer the time.
Please put the date in your diary.

Death of our old Friend Geoff Storey
We are very sorry to report that one of our old friends
of the 156th, Geoff Storey, has died at the age of 94.
Geoff had lived a full and independent life until very
recently when he was admitted to Norwich and
Norfolk University Hospital where he passed away
peacefully on June 6th.
Geoff had gone through the war with the 156th and was
seriously wounded on Sicily following a machine gun
attack by Luftwaffe fighter planes. However, he was a
stubborn man and after medical treatment in Egypt,
was soon back with his regiment.

Geoff Storey (L) and Derrick Mant at the unveiling of the L.Y.
Memorial in Carluke in 2013.

We will all remember the moving account given by him at Carluke following the unveiling of the Lanarkshire
Yeomanry Memorial. Who can forget his compassionate telling of landing on Sicily and being confronted by German
soldiers who had been taken prisoner pleading for ‘Aqua, aqua’. (Water, water) Geoff was a lovely man who displayed
no bitterness about his wartime experience.
Along with Derrick Mant, another veteran of the 156th, he made the long trips from Norfolk to attend Yeomanry
events in Lanarkshire.
His funeral was to St Peter’s Church, Sheringham, on Thursday 7 th July
He will be sorely missed.
PS
Geoff’s son Michael tells us that he visited Derrick Mant, now a resident in Oak Lodge, a lovely nursing home
in Basingstoke, to tell him about Geoff and found him to be in good spirits. Although now having to use a wheelchair,
Derrick is ‘still on the ball’ and was delighted to receive the pack of artisan beer which Michael had brought him!

Discovery of a POW Chapel in Adam Park, Singapore
70 years after the end of WWII, thanks to a great deal of painstaking
research, Jon Cooper and his team have finally been able to confirm
that No.11 Adam Park was the location of the chapel when Adam Park
was used as a POW camp between April and October 1942.
On one of the walls of No.11, the faint outline of a Christian mural has
begun to emerge. The remnants of the artwork feature a cascading
scroll with the Bible verse:
“Lift up your heads O ye Gates and the King of Glory shall Come In.”

Jon Cooper pictured inside the former
chapel at 11 Adam Park with Ms Foo Ying,
Ms Serene Teoh & Mr Wong Chung Wan
(Maek Consulting)

The mural was painted by Captain Eric Andrews, the camp
interpreter and Padre. As traditional painting materials were
unavailable, Cpt. Andrews had to improvise using such
colouring agents as yellow clay and the laundry whitener,
'Reckitt's Blue'.
This is the second POW chapel remaining in Singapore, the
first being St. Luke's Chapel in Robert's Barracks that has
been reproduced at Changi Museum.
The chapel in 1942

Men from the 155th held at Adam Park were from
the MT Transport Section and included:
Lt. D.N. Ffolkes, 2/Lt. S.J.H. Durnford,
L/Bdr. R. Mitchell, Gnrs. G. Ashness, R. Clisby,
J. Graham, D. Latham, J. Laurie, T. Hannah,
H. Ingram, P. McCready, J. McLellan, W. Paton,
E. Rook, J. Scott, G. Shannon, J. Skilling
In October 1942 the group was moved to Thailand,
the two officers to Tonchan and the ORs to
Tamarkhan where they worked on the wooden
bridge and the embankment
Adam Park POW Camp area.

Do You Recognise this officer?
We have received a request for help from a military historian in identifying the officer in
this photograph. He is believed to have been with either the 155 th or 156th Sadly there is
no other information.
The Officer is wearing the cap and lapel badges of the Royal Artillery. Officers of the
155th retained the badges of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry.
We realise that it is long shot but if he is familiar, please let us know.

Yeomanry Award

In June we again had the pleasure of attending the annual
prize giving at the Cathedral Primary School in Motherwell
in connection with the presentation of the Lanarkshire
Yeomanry Award to Primary 7.
This year the award was jointly won by Patryk Konarski and
Charley Collins.
The award was first presented 8 years ago in memory of
John McEwan and his mates of the 155th and is given to the
pupil/s who, in the opinion of the teaching and ancillary
staff, have shown particular kindness and consideration to

Winners Patryk and Charley with Campbell

their fellow pupils during the school year.

The Award is in memory of the compassion and concern displayed by the Far East POWs to their fellow prisoners
during their horrendous years as captives of the Japanese.
NEVER FORGOTTEN – The Battle of the Somme Service of Commemoration
On July 1st we attended a Service at the War Memorial in Craigneuk in memory of
those who died during the Battle of the Somme. The Service, which was conducted
by Fr. Cristof from St. Patrick's Church, Craigneuk, was organised by Joe O'Raw
MBE, a local writer and historian of note who has worked tirelessly during much of
his life to ensure that the men who fought and died during WWI and WWII are
NEVER FORGOTTEN. Joe's work on behalf of our Armed Forces past and present
was marked in 2012 by being presented with the 'Daily Record Award for Heroes.'
Joe is presented with his award by TV Presenter Andrea McLean

I, personally, have always found it impossible to
comprehend the carnage during the Battle of the Somme
but the words, “The wounded were still crawling in
from the battlefield days later” gave me a flash of
realisation of what the troops witnessed and endured.
Among those present at the Service were members of
the Cameronians' Association, serving members of the
Black Watch Regiment, representatives of the local
Council and members of the public, many of whom took
part in the proceedings.
The Craigneuk War Memorial, the building of which
was made possible by money raised by Joe O'Raw.

Many men from Craigneuk were among the thousands who died that day and,
as each name was read out by Joe, a local child placed a small Memorial
cross beside the man's name on the War Memorial.
After the Service came to an end, Joe distributed leaflets giving details of
each of the casualties from the area and the circumstances of his death.
One of the columns which includes men of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry

Taipei – Things to See and Do
Since our last newsletter, we have had several enquiries from family members wishing to pay tribute to a loved one
who was a POW on Taiwan. Some people have asked for more information about the Taipei area so I have shown
some of the items on our itinerary – all of which are easily accessed by public transport. Another option is to hire a
taxi for four hours for 2,600 Taiwanese dollars (around £60). Tell the hotel Concierge where you want to go and he
will explain to the driver. More information and tourist / metro maps are available on the internet.
Keelung Harbour, where the men arrived as POWs and the survivors left as free men.
Taihoku Camp Memorial, on Tong Bei Street.
The Martyr's Shrine – changing of the guard on the hour till 5pm.

The Chiang Kai-Shek Memorial

The '2/28' Memorial in Peace Park to the 20,000 native Taiwanese slaughtered on 28th February 1947 on the orders of
Chiang Kai-Shek. Civilians were randomly lined up and shot in town squares.
Old Taihoku Prison where American Airmen were executed (near Chunghwa Telecom).
Zhongshan Hall (Old Taipei City Hall in the West Gate District) where, on 25 th October 1945, Gen Ando, Commander
of the Japanese 10th Area Army handed to Gen Chen an instrument of surrender, concluding the war on Formosa.

Congratulations Andy
We are delighted to pass on the news that in April the indomitable Andy
Coogan celebrated his 99th Birthday and is now looking forward to receiving a
telegram from HM The Queen next year. Andy, whose early life and wartime
experiences were told by him in his celebrated book Tomorrow You Die is
truly an example to us all. Despite coming very close to death when in combat
and especially as a POW of the Japanese, Andy has defied the odds and has
lived a long and full life.
Andy leads in the mile race at Ibrox 1940

A notable athlete before the outbreak of WW2, he was sadly denied the opportunity of
fulfilling his potential as a mile distance runner in the Olympics as a result of the
physical privations he suffered as a POW. However, in the years after the war, Andy
continued to compete in athletics and ran successfully as a veteran well into his
seventies. He was awarded the British Empire Medal for his service to athletics,
particularly his coaching of young runners, many of whom went on to win national
awards.

Andy (R) shows Tom Hannah a boot which
was worn in the Kinkaseki copper mine.

A very successful outcome.
In our last newsletter, we told of the work being undertaken by Robert Cunningham in
connection with a Dissertation for his Honours LLB Degree. Robert’s late grandfather, Sgt
Roy Russell of the 155th was a FEPOW on the Death Railway. The subject of the dissertation,
which was aptly entitled “We’re no awa' tae bide awa”, the Lanarkshire Regimental song,
was to research and examine the reasons behind the survival of men of the regiment as
FEPOWS. Although more men of the 155th died as POWs than fell in action, their attrition
rate as prisoners was significantly less that other units. Robert's dissertation was very well
received by Glasgow University and was awarded a First Class Grade.
Well done, Robert. Your grandfather and his fellow POWs would have been pleased .
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